
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – December
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, December 5, 2007, at the Van Horne Legion Hall, 119 Main Street, Van Horne, Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   David Coulter – Benton County;  Rod Kubichek – Benton County;  Ron Buch – Benton County;  Marty Junge – Benton County;  Richard Grovert – Newhall;  Jim Magdefrau – Van Horne;  Frank VanSteenhuyse - Vinton;  Ranae Becker – Director;  and advisory members/guests:  Van Horne Businessmen.
I.
Dave Coulter called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
November 7, 2007 meeting minutes.  Marty Junge made a motion to approve; Richard Grovert second.  Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for October.  

Jim Magdefrau made a motion to approve; Marty Junge second.  Unanimously approved.

Ranae reported that the 2008 fundraiser and survey would be going out by mid-month.

V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Community / County Projects
Ranae attended the affiliate meeting on November 29th in Waterloo and it featured how to set up professional advisor contacts and meetings.  She also brought sample flash cards for the board to see on how to respond to specific situations.  The 2008 applications have been going out.
There were 2,724 November visitors to the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website with the most requested pages being:  home page, economic development and business list.   Ranae has started working on the layout for the new website look and pulling the text together; the intern is helping to update the text and works for two hours each day.
There is no update on the Benton County map project.
Community Partners Report:

Ranae has been appointed to the comprehensive plan commission along with Diane Pickart;  the first meeting was to be tonight.
Ranae attended the November 15th meeting of the Belle Plaine Development Corp and asked for regular time on the agenda for her to give updates.

Steve Sprague’s retirement party (from SBDC) was on November 15th in Cedar Rapids.

Ranae e-mailed Mary Rump at ECICOG regarding the Highway 30 Coalition study to see what assistance she could provide and to see where they were at with the process.

The Iowa Connections regional group met and discussed the website, folders, the statewide regional meeting and the tourism committee.  The website is done but needs more Benton County photos.  The folder design is done but the group voted to find a local printer to do the job.  Ranae represented Iowa Connections at the regional meeting on December 5th at IDED to learn other regional practices, what is happening with current programs, and what will be coming up.  Iowa Connections has created a tourism committee as the 2009 State Tourism conference will be in Tama and it another avenue of marketing the region.
Ranae has not been in contact with Priority One;  no update.  
The Skills Advantage program will announce the study finding in mid-January and will hold a press release event.  There are now 84+ businesses participating in this program.
Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

School representatives are looking at doing a daycare center in Atkins.  Ranae is partnering them up with USDA to see what steps need to be taken.
IDED was looking for locally-owned bookstores for an online and media request.

B.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
The next BDG board meeting will be on January 30, 2008, in Vinton at the BDG office.
VI.
Announcements 

None.

VII.
Community Reports    

Marty Junge requested to not do community reports unless there was breaking news.


Luzerne

The bridge is now open.


Van Horne
There is a new pharmacy open.


Vinton

The new DVD is done and will run after the meeting to see.  

Frank VanSteenhuyse will be done at Vinton Unlimited at the end of December.

VIII.
Adjournment
-  Marty Junge made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 pm; 




   Richard Grovert second.  Unanimously approved
