
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – June
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, June 27, 2007, at the Mt. Auburn Legion Hall, Mt. Auburn,  Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   Dave Coulter – Benton County;  
Rod Kubichek – Benton County;  Ron Buch – Benton County;  Jeff Sasek - Garrison;  Lynn Author – Mt. Auburn;  
Richard Grovert – Newhall;  Ed Shaeffer – Shellsburg;  Jim Magdefrau – Van Horne;  
Frank Van Steenhuyse – Vinton Unlimited;  Ranae Tharp – Executive Director;  and advisory members/guests:  none.
I.
Dave Coulter called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
May 30, 2007 meeting minutes.  Richard Grovert made a motion to approve; Ron Buch second.  Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for May was reviewed.

Ed Shaeffer made a motion to approve;  Ron Buch second.  Unanimously approved. 

V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Community / County Projects
The Benton County Community Foundation is having the awards presentation at 6:00 pm on Wednesday, July 25 (first night of the fair).   
Visitors to the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website are 2,089 for June.  

Ranae attended the Highway 30 Coalition meeting on June 22nd in Tama.  The study is moving forward and the goal is to be complete January 2008 (draft by August).  The group discussed the Time 21 plan and the 2008 legislative day.  Planning for legislative day included looking for theme ideas and choosing a date at the end of January.  The DOT commissioners are to meet the second Tuesday in August in Mason City;  Tama, Benton and Marshall were encouraged to attend.

The next meeting will be August 24th.
The Benton County Courthouse 100th Anniversary planning is complete so Ranae encouraged everyone to attend the 07/07/07 event.
Ranae held Business Information Seminars on June 5th in Belle Plaine and June 12th in Vinton.  The seminars overviewed the Skills Advantage program, ESGR (Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve), and BDG resources.  Ranae told the board she was disappointed that neither meeting was well attend.
There was nothing new to report for the new Benton County maps;  Ranae is still researching.
The Iowa Connections met on June 18th in Newton.  The website is complete (www.iowaconnections.org) and there was a good advertisement in Business Expansion Journal.  The group is looking to design a basic regional proposal packet and also discuss the Skills Advantage program for the region.
There has been no new news from Priority.
Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

There were five tourism requests that were sent out to New York, Michigan and Iowa.

A customer service consulting business in its beginning stages is looking for assistance.  This business is looking at Vinton with a potential 15 to 20 employees.
A women is interested and only in the idea stage of starting an Indian specialty item store;  she is looking at Vinton or Cedar Rapids.
Deb Lohrer presented an opportunity to send cards via on-line with only a $99 set-up fee;  each card would then be $.49 + postage.  The cards are designed on-line by BDG and then sent to the recipient directly via mail.  The board decided that it would not be feasible at this time.
B.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
July 25 to 29th is the Benton County Fair;  BDG is planning to share the booth space with Benton County Empowerment and the Benton County Coalition.  Bags of county resource information and promotional items will be distributed throughout the weeks event.
The next scheduled BDG board meeting will be July 25th which is the first night of the fair and the Benton County Foundation presentation;  the board agreed the next meeting should be held 

August 29th at the new Turner Hall.  
VI.
Announcements 



Ranae reminded the board that her wedding reception would take place Saturday, June 30th at the 

new Vinton Legion Hall from 6 to 11 pm and all were invited to attend.
VII.
Community Reports    

Benton County
No Report.
Atkins
No Report.

Belle Plaine
Everyone was invited for the July 4th Celebration.  There is a new antique business opening.
Blairstown
No Report.

Garrison
No Report.  

Keystone
No Report.
Luzerne

The bridge project is moving forward nicely.    

Mt. Auburn
 No Report.
Newhall
No Report.
Norway
No Report.

Shellsburg
July 21st is the Big Day celebration.
Urbana
No Report.

Van Horne
No Report.

Vinton
No Report.

Walford

No Report.

Watkins

No Report.

Dawn Pettengill
 
presented her newsletter and asked the board if there were any issues they 

would like to discuss or know more about.
VIII.
Adjournment
-  Jim Magdefrau made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:30 pm; 




   Frank Van Steenhuyse second.  Unanimously approved
