
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – September
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, September 26, 2007, at the Shellsburg City Hall, Shellsburg,  Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   
Rod Kubichek – Benton County;  Ron Buch – Benton County;  Dave Becker – Atkins;  Richard Grovert – Newhall;  
Duane Eldred – Urbana;  Dell Hanson – Vinton;  Frank Van Steenhuyse – Vinton Unlimited;  Ranae Becker – Director;  and advisory members/guests:  none.
I.
Dell Hanson called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
August 29, 2007 meeting minutes.  Rod Kubichek made a motion to approve; Richard Grovert second.  Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for August was not reviewed.  Ranae reminded the board that county budget talks will begin soon so the BDG budget should be reviewed to determine if there needs to be an increase.
V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Community / County Projects
The Benton County Community Foundation will be releasing the 2008 grant soon and will be holding a workshop October 29th; like last year.  The workshop will be 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the Blairstown Community Building and will review grant qualifications and administrative process.  Ranae brought flyers for distribution.
Visitors to the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website are 2,062 for September.   The traffic analysis shows that the most requested pages on the Benton County site were the general page, towns (Vinton), tourism (recreation), the business list and the links page.  In addition, referring sites were 47% directly typed bentoncountyiowa, 27% from Google and 26% were miscellanies (MSN, Yahoo, etc.).
Ranae has started working with Greentree Graphics on the Benton County map project.  The map will be just like the current one with a panel for BDG and Benton County information at the bottom;  nonprofit historical sites will be added also.  Advertising and each of the community street maps will be on the back of the brochure.  Greentree Graphics is looking for a representative list and letter of support to assist them in selling the advertising.
Ranae went to the Omaha Products Tradeshow on September 19th with the Iowa Connections group and will be attending the Chicago Food Show at the end of next month.  The Iowa Connections meeting was September 21st but Ranae could not attend.  Poweshiek is offering a business training session to their partners, this includes Benton County.  The training will be November 8th from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm at the Grinnell Country Club; registration is $10 per attendee.  Ranae brought copies of the flyer for those interested.
Priority One sent an invitation to their annual meeting (October 10th);  Ranae will not be able to attend but extended the invitation to board members if they were interested.
Ranae has been working with Amy Lasack to educate and encourage key employers to participate in the Skills Advantage partnership.  Meetings have taken place or are scheduled with the City of Vinton, City of Belle Plaine, Belle Plaine Chamber, Vinton Unlimited, and Virginia Gay Hospital.  There are over 70 businesses participating and they have set a goal of 130 by June 2008.  The Skills Advantage has affiliated with ACT National Career Readiness.  The current workforce study will have reports by November;  Frontier participated in this study.
Ranae attended the Eastern Iowa Tourism Association (EITA) meeting on September 5th in Independence.  The education session was on marketing and was presented so well that Ranae inquired about hosting a similar education session for Benton County.  Ranae also shared an idea that she got from the meeting:  each month we move to a different community and it would be nice to let the community businesses know that they can display product or information on a business table at these meetings.
IADG (Iowa Area Development Group) held their Partners Forum on September 6-7th in West Des Moines;  Ranae attended.  This is a good forum with a lot of IADG and IDED updates.

Small Towns On The Road To Success was held September 13th in Decorah;  Ranae was unable to attend but Frank VanSteenhuyse did.

Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

There were a few tourism requests that were sent out this month.  Ranae reported that more people are using the web to get their tourism information instead of directly request/mail.
There was a request from the Benton Community Foundation for our business labels.  The board decided that the business list is available on-line and that BDG would not release the label list.
Vinton Unlimited and Ranae met and hosted a gentleman who was researching a potential hotel for Vinton; his interest started when he did a research on the LOIS website.  The hotel would have 31 units and is looking for 1 to 2 acres.  Frank and Ranae gave him a tour of Vinton as well as show him possible sites and buildings.  
Ranae met with Independent Child Advocate Services (new West School building owners) to discuss financial opportunities.  This nonprofit entity will serve children to develop leadership skills, provide mental assistance to prevent taking a child out of the home.  They will employ 28;  currently they are at 5.  

Craig Perry is looking to do a traveling horse wheel and is looking for a corporate Benton County business sponsor (similar to Budweiser or Wells Fargo to the horse drawn carriages).  His idea started in Louisiana where they have the world’s largest horse wheel.  Ranae told the board if they wanted more details or if they knew of any business that would fit to let her know.  Craig will be presenting his idea to Xethanol as a potential sponsor.
B.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
September 27-28th is the PDI Conference in Ames focusing on Bio Economy and economic development;  Ranae will be attending.  

October 10th in Des Moines will be the Iowa Venture Capital Conference that Ranae will attend.
The next scheduled BDG board meeting is to be October 31st which is Halloween so Ranae asked the board if they would like to move the meeting back a week to November 7th with the following meeting being December 5th for the holiday party.  Duane Eldred made a motion to move the next two meetings to November 7th in Belle Plaine and December 5th in Van Horne;  Frank VanSteenhuyse second.  Unanimously approved.
VI.
Announcements 

None.

VII.
Community Reports    

Benton County
The ethanol plant pulled their request for a potential site in Benton County.  
Atkins
The DNR is finalizing on the water treatment plant.  Hosted the Benton Cross Country with 16 schools present.  Growing.
Belle Plaine
No Report.
Blairstown
Moving along.
Garrison
No Report.  

Keystone
No Report.
Luzerne

Cement work is being done for the bridge and potentially could be crossable in October.    

Mt. Auburn
 No Report.
Newhall
Well work is being done.  The soccer field is used for practices this year and will be ready for games next season.  There is a new flag pole at the baseball field.  Grovert’s building has an interested party looking.
Norway
No Report.

Shellsburg
No Report.
Urbana
The new building uptown is looking for tenants.  Landscaping is currently happening at the school.
Van Horne
No Report.
Vinton
There were 1,709 hits on the Vinton website.  Boomtown is done and went well.  The street is done in front of the new high school.
Walford

No Report.

Watkins

No Report.

Youngville 
Apple Daze went well.  Things are going good.  
VIII.
Adjournment
-  Frank VanSteenhuyse made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 pm; 




   Rod Kubichek second.  Unanimously approved
