
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – March
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, March 26, 2008, at the Walford City Hall, Walford, Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   David Coulter – Benton County;  
Ron Buch – Benton County;  Marty Junge – Benton County;  Rod Kubichek – Benton County;  

Eldon Zumbach – Benton County;  Jon Dayton – Belle Plaine;  Demia Sasek – Garrison;  Larry Meyer – Keystone;  
Richard Grovert – Newhall;  Ed Shaeffer – Shellsburg;  Jim Magdefrau – Van Horne;  Tami Stark – Vinton;  
Robin Robinson – Walford;  Ranae Becker – Director;  and advisory members/guests:  Greg Pavelka – East-Central Iowa REC;  Marie Hurlbert – Walford Hurlberts Woodcraft Plus; Jill Balk – Walford City Council; Mark Carter – Walford City Council;  Jeff Kane – Walford City Council; Pat Mahoney – Walford City Council.
I.
Dave Coulter called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
February 27, 2008 meeting minutes.  Richard Grovert made a motion to approve; Eldon Zumbach second.  Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for February.  

Larry Meyer made a motion to approve; Ron Buch second.  Unanimously approved.

V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Internal Business

Good discussion was held for the executive director review.  Larry Meyer made a motion to give the executive director (Ranae Becker) a 5% increase; Tami Stark second.  Vote passed.

The 2008/2009 budget was presented and the board discussed budget deficit and how to increase funding.  There were concerns that reserve funding was gone and the new budget would be passed with about $15,000 to raise.  Many ideas to increase funding were shared from website advertising to requesting funds from city councils.  Budget approval was tabled until the next BDG board meeting.
B. Community / County Projects
The Benton County Community Foundation has received 30 applications for the 2008 round.  The board received their packets with the grants for scoring and will be reviewing and awarding at an April 23rd meeting in Van Horne.
There were 3,489 visitors for March to the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website.   The new website is almost completely up and running; there are a few corrections/additions to be made.  Tami Stark suggested the IBSSS be added to the education page.  Ed Shaeffer projected some of the website pages on the wall for the board to see.  
Greentree Graphics had a sample map done so Ranae presented that to the board and encouraged them to promote advertising on it.  
The New Business Group in Vinton met with Cara Conrad from IDED on March 12th to discuss improvements to materials and took a tour.  IDED will be hosting some proposal workshops around the state soon;  Ranae plans to attend.
Ranae met and gave a planning/zoning as well as a LOIS update to the Benton/Iowa Realtors on March 11th in Blairstown.
The Highway 30 Coalition had a day at the capitol on March 19th to promote Time-21 and 4-Lane Highway 30.  Ranae met with Dawn Pettengill and John Putney; the group met with Nancy Richards with IDOT.
The Planning/Zoning Commission met on March 13th to discuss a map that represented the LESA point program.  The commission looked at a few maps (put together by ECICOG) that depicted potential development areas along hard surface roads and 1 mile from a city.  The map discussion ended with development support on highway 150 from Vinton to Urbana and 2 miles on highway 30 from Linn County line to the west (south of Atkins).  The next meeting will be held April 10th at 6:30 pm at the Kirkwood Vinton Center.
The Iowa Connections regional group is working on a yearly newsletter and planning for sell trips.  Ranae will be going to Minnesota for the CVN (Community Venture Network) that brings high growth businesses to economic development professionals for potential expansion or start-up in their communities.
Ranae received notice that Atkins had dropped their Priority One funding of $750.
The Skills 2010 is to be released April 8th at 10:00 am held at Kirkwood; assessment of employer’s skill and employment needs.  Met with the Skills Advantage group on March 12th to hear a report:  90 businesses are now participating, 1445 have taken the test (breakout sheets were presented) and a newsletter is being done.
Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

There is interest in adding a Walford building to the LOIS (7200 sq ft).
C.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
April 2nd will be the Moving Forward conference in Des Moines focusing on economic development and transportation issues.  
The next BDG board meeting will be April 30th with location to be determined.
VI.
Announcements 

None.

VII.
Community Reports    

Benton County
No Report.  
Atkins
No Report.
Belle Plaine
The community was awarded the Main Street designation and held a meeting on the 25th to kick off.
Blairstown
The two main roads into Blairstown will be worked on soon.
Garrison
Cleaning up the Old Creamery trail and building.  The fire department is continuing with their addition.
Keystone
City passed the budget, water main contracts are done and the tower needs painted.
Luzerne

No Report.
Mt. Auburn
No Report.
Newhall
Cleaning up after winter weather.
Norway
No Report.
Shellsburg
No Report.
Urbana
BECCA’s road extension in the park is to be done soon.  A downtown building is available and Elwick’s property is now marketable.
Van Horne
The 4-lane is to be redone this summer.
Vinton
The New Business Opportunity Group was created and the community is awaiting AmeriCorp.
Walford
Budget work is done, purchasing a generator, reproofing the community center, and purchasing a new snow plow.  
Watkins

No Report.
VIII.
Adjournment
-  Richard Grovert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm; 




   Rod Kubichek second.  Unanimously approved
