
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – January
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, January 28, 2009, at the Blairstown Community Center, Blairstown, Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   David Coulter – Benton County;  
Rod Kubichek – Benton County;  Marty Junge – Benton County;  Ron Buch – Benton County;  Eldon Zumbach – Benton County; David Becker – Atkins;  Ed Shaeffer – Shellsburg;  Jim Magdefrau – Van Horne;  Robin Robinson – Walford; 
Tami Stark – Vinton;  Ranae Becker – Director;  and advisory members/guests:  Greg Pavelka – East-Central Iowa REC.
I.
Dave Coulter called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
December 3, 2008 meeting minutes.  Eldon Zumbach made a motion to approve; Marty Junge second.  
Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for November and December.  

Jim Magdefrau made a motion to approve; Tami Stark second.  Unanimously approved.
V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Internal Affairs

The Governor Sherman building (BDG office) is almost complete.  The county will be moving offices in around February 13th and Ranae suggested that BDG wait until after Benton County Conservation moves in.
Ranae reported that $6,300 has been raised to-date from the annual 2009 fundraiser/sponsorship;  this includes $3,000 from REC.   
Dave Coulter, Ranae and other board members met with the Supervisors on January 15th to discuss the 2009/2010 budget and give them a project overview.  Dave requested they put the $10,000 economic development grant money in the general fund and add $11,000 so Benton County would give a total of $60,000 to BDG’s budget.  After review the request and getting comments from the Supervisors, the request amount was changed to $55,000 ($39,000 current, $10,000 economic development and an additional $6,000).  Ron Buch suggested BDG submit a letter of request with a copy of the 2009/2010 budget.   Robin Robinson made a motion to officially request $55,000 from the Supervisors for the BDG 2009/2010 budget;  David Becker second.  Unanimously approved.
B. Community / County Projects
Ranae has answered many questions and received a few Benton County Community Foundation 2009 grant applications.  
There were 1,870 visitors for December and 1,731 for January to the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website.   Contact information was added to the main page for the Benton County Disaster Relief Coalition.
Ranae is working with Cedar River Ink to finish up the Benton County map with last minute ads and changes to the city maps.
The first annual “Photos of Benton County” contest took place with 23 photos (only 4 professional and no youth) submitted.  The winners were Mike Kelly from Vinton for the professional first and second; Vanessa Abrams from Garrison for the amateur first; and Dwayne Collingwood from Urbana for the amateur tie for second.  Ranae told the board she would like to have more participates and will try to get the word out about the next “Photos of Benton County” in September.  Marty Junge suggested having voting on photos during the Benton County Fair and to talk to Linda Fischer with Extension to help promote to FFA groups.
The VU -Business Opportunity Group are requesting Ranae attend the German WindEnergy Conference on February 23rd and 24th in Chicago;  Iowa Connections has offered to help pay for the trip.  The group also listed potential building owners and requested Ranae contact them about listing them on LOIS.  A few members of the group met with Amy Homan from the Iowa Northern Railroad regarding a possible prospect, representation and proposal layout. 
Greg Pavelka asked Ranae to check on LOIS for the Russell King building in downtown Urbana.

The Benton County Disaster Recovery Coalition will receive $57,000 from Embrace Iowa funds through Benton Development Group.  The coalition is currently doing an assessment and taking applications from residents that are still in need.
Ranae attended the Belle Plaine annual meeting.  She also attended the Benton County Realtor meeting and updated them on the planning/zoning commission.

The Iowa Connections group will be attending the AWEA Windpower show in Chicago on May 4-7th ; with or without IDED.  Ranae gave the board a yearly report about Iowa Connections.  The next meeting will be February 19th in Toledo.
Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

Iowa Connections – Australian Company looking to contract with a manufacture to do bioplastics or recycled polypropylene;  forwarded information about Belle Plaine, Vinton, and Urbana.
Priority One – existing poultry company is looking for refrigerated, food-grade storage facility (15,000 sq ft).

Iowa Connections – European manufacturer in food packaging is looking for 8 acres with rail and interstate to create 20 to 59 jobs;  forwarded Vinton and Urbana information.

Amy with the Iowa Northern Railroad has a fabricator looking to locate; will be more information to come.

C.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
The next BDG board meeting is to be February 25th; the board decided to move the meeting date to February 18th in Luzerne.  
VI.
Announcements 


VII.
Community Reports    

Benton County
The transportation building is done and the Governor Sherman building will be complete next week.  The jail location committee has picked three potential locations and now FEMA needs to respond.  Budget work is starting.  RC & D has released a Sportsman book.

Atkins
The new flood plain includes 79 homes/lots;  the city is waiting for a new map.  A new fire truck was purchased and the city is looking for a new city truck.  There were 16 new homes built last year.

Belle Plaine
Belle Plaine Development Corp has purchased land behind Heartland and buildings downtown.  The city continues to work with the Main Street Iowa; planning a street scap this year.  A new liquor store is open.  Working on fundraising for the Aquatic Center.
Blairstown
Passed the budget and purchased a new ambulance.
Garrison
No Report.

Keystone
No Report.

Luzerne

The old elevator will be torn down this year.

Mt. Auburn
The new lagoon is done. 
Newhall
No Report.

Norway
No Report.

Shellsburg
Received a grant for Safe Sidewalks and getting the bridge fixed.
Urbana
Researching options for funds for new sewer system.  Need to fill the downtown building.

The road extension is built in BECCA from Paltech to south.  REC is still waiting for FEMA assistance from the ice storm damage.
Van Horne
Drahn Insurance has an office open.  City is annexing road.
Vinton
Report done with previous discussions.

Walford

Seal coating road.

Watkins

No Report.
VIII.
Adjournment
-  Eldon Zumbach made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 pm; 




   Tami Stark second.  Unanimously approved
