
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – April
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, April 28, 2010, at the Urbana Community Center, Urbana, Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   David Coulter – Benton County;  
Ron Buch – Benton County;  Dawn Lundvall – Benton County; Jeanne Duffy – Belle Plaine;  Cody Tharp – Mt. Auburn;  

Richard Grovert – Newhall;  Ed Shaeffer - Shellsburg;  Dell Hanson – Vinton; Nathan Hesson – Vinton;  Pat Mahoney – Walford; 
Ranae Becker – Director;  and advisory members/guests:  Greg Pavelka – East-Central Iowa REC. 
I.
Dave Coulter called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
March 31, 2010, meeting minutes.  Richard Grovert made a motion to approve; Dawn Lundvall second.  
Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for March.  

Ranae reported that $600 more had been raised for sponsorships. 

Richard Grovert made a motion to approve; Ed Shaeffer second.  Unanimously approved.
V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Community / County Projects
The Benton County Community Foundation board is reviewing the 41 grant applications submitted for the 2010 cycle;  there is $94,606.31 to award this year.  The board will meet in May to award grant applications.  The Urbana Fire Department is returning $500 from last year awards;  NE Iowa Community Foundation says there is nothing to be done we will just add the amount to the Endowment fund.
There were 961 visits and 1,845 pages viewed on the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website.  Ranae continues to do updates and is getting the landlord list ready to get online.  
A luncheon workshop is planned for Benton County banks to learn about new programs and partnerships from the SBDC (Small Business Development Center);  to be held April 29th at Pizza Ranch in Vinton.  Ranae asked the board if BDG would cover the lunch meeting;  the board agreed to cover cost for such a small group.  A few small businesses have also scheduled to meet with SBDC that morning.   
May 13th from noon to 1:00 pm at the Belle Plaine museum will be an Economic Development luncheon with Kirkwood as the presenter.  Please forward the flyer to anyone you think should attend this event.

Ranae has been meeting with each of the city councils to give an overview of BDG projects/programs.  She has met with Newhall, Mt. Auburn, Garrison, Keystone, Van Horne, Blairstown, Urbana, Atkins, Shellsburg, Vinton, and Norway.  She still needs to meet with Belle Plaine, Luzerne, and Walford.
The Highway 30 Coalition meetings are set for July and October.  Ranae did attend the DOT open house in Belle Plaine where they had outlined and displayed the areas where they will start to do their study.  2014 will begin the purchase of right-of-ways.  They will be resurfacing highway 30 very soon.
Alliant met with BDG, Vinton Unlimited and Belle Plaine Development representatives to discuss partnerships on April 22nd ; it was a great meeting with helpful information.
Ranae attended a legislative update at Winsor Manor in Vinton.  Dawn Pettengill and Tim Kapucian discussed the State’s budget and IBSSS.  The IBSSS discussion and concern was that a committee was making a recommendation on what will happen to the residential program with no input from the community or families that are close to the school.

SBDC (Small Business Development Center) Advisory committee met to discuss program changes or additions as well as updating from the advisory members.  Ranae learned that SBA had five approvals for Benton County already this year, the National Guard would be recalling about 3,500 from this region, and the IWD (Iowa Workforce Development) would be going into Westdale Mall with other partners.
Ranae missed the Belle Plaine Development Group meeting but did attend the open house on April 8th they had for new director Jeanne Duffy.   
The VU -Business Opportunity Group met on April 14th and Ranae shared details about her upcoming trip to Dallas for the AWEA tradeshow, notes from the wind conference she attended in Ames, and Iowa Connection leads.  The next meeting is scheduled for May 12th.
Ranae attended the Iowa Wind Conference representing Iowa Connections and Benton County on April 6-7th in Ames.  She will also be going with the group to Dallas from May 22nd to 25th for the AWEA (American Wind Energy Association) show.  Ranae in partnership with Tama County Economic Development met with the Benton Community School Superintendent to learn a little bit about their economic insight;  she took from the meeting that the school district would be interested in pursuing a partnership in an Atkins daycare center.  The group is getting to the end of their funds and planning for changes in the next year.  Group representatives attended a Brew Show and shared leads generated for the region.
Priority One called for the most recent Benton County Labor Shed as they are doing one and wanted to know if we wanted to update ours.  Ranae shared the 2009 study that was done with the Iowa Connections group.

Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

Iowa Connections – is still in contact with the following leads:

-  an Italian (jelly/jam) company is interested in the region

· a pasta manufacturer is interested in the region

· Flat Earth, Nestle Waters, and Granite City = brewing companies that have expressed interest

· Reeds Root beer has expressed interest

· 3 data center leads

* update -  the airport equipment support company that was looking at the region is now looking at Texas and Oklahoma
Vinton -- assisting a small business owner with an expansion plan
ECICOG (East Central Iowa Council of Governments) has a business assistance revolving loan fund for businesses impacted by the 2008 disaster.  They also have a residential landlord business support program to compensate for lost rental revenues.

RC&D is looking for a Benton County representative for their board;  meetings are about once a month.

Supervisors have asked Ranae to coordinate a small groundbreaking event for the Law Enforcement Center project.  They are looking for Boswell to attend as he assisted in $.5 million for the EMS building.  Ranae is trying to get a date set and pull details together.

B.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
EITA (Eastern Iowa Tourism Association) is to have a meeting May 5th in Cedar Falls but Ranae will not be able to attend like she had planned as there is a webinar training that is happening the same day.

Location One (LOIS) webinar training is a series of classes held once a month at no cost.
PDI Resource Fair will be held May 5th in Des Moines;  IDED updating, legislative updating, and resource provider networking will be available.

SMART Conference will be held May 6th in Des Moines;  discussions include branding, financing options, social media, and workforce development.

PDI Conference will be held May 27-28th in Des Moines;  discussing “green”, business/organizational management, building a proposal and marketing your community

The next BDG board meeting is to be May 26th  in Blairstown.  
VI.
Announcements 




Ranae shared with the board that she has started a part-time job that will work with her BDG schedule.

VII.
Community Reports    
Benton County
Law Enforcement Center rebuild will be starting next week with completion set for June 2011.  Fiberight is to start this week.  Roads are looking better as the frost thaws.
Atkins
No Report.

Belle Plaine
Two businesses will be opening this weekend downtown.  May 29th will be the Aquatic Center grand opening.  Still waiting for CAT to make their decision to funding for the downtown streetscape.
Blairstown
No Report.

Garrison
No Report.

Keystone
No Report.

Luzerne

No Report.

Mt. Auburn
No Report. 

Newhall
Looking at changing the speed limit and a 4-way stop.  July 3rd will be a Main Street event with fireworks.  The city hired part-time  help for mowing.
Norway
No Report.

Shellsburg
Streets are being measured.

Urbana
No Report.

Van Horne
No Report.

Vinton
May 8-9th will be city-wide garage sales.   Doing event planning and Boomtown shirts are glow-in-the-dark and available now.  The Home Show went great with 400 people coming through the door and 30 vendors.
Walford
Doing some visioning.  The city received an Iowa Roadway grant from DOT and Trees Forever.  May 8th will be city-wide garage sales and the first of June will be Fun Days.
Watkins

No Report.

East-Central REC
June 17th will be the annual meeting in Independence.  Two students from Benton County are attending a youth tour and ten scholarships were awarded.  A small company is looking at 5 acres to start this fall.
Youngville
Will open this Tuesday and Thursday with the Farmers Market starting the last Friday in May.  Apple Daze will be the 4th Sunday of September (not the 3rd).

VIII.
Adjournment
-  Richard Grovert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm; 




   Dell Hanson second.  Unanimously approved
