
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – January
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, January 27, 2010, at the Atkins Pavilion, Atkins, Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   David Coulter – Benton County;  Marty Junge – Benton County;  Ron Buch – Benton County;  Dawn Lundvall – Benton County; David Becker – Atkins;  Charles Peddicord – Keystone;  

Dwight Glinsmann;  Richard Grovert – Newhall;  Ed Shaeffer – Shellsburg;  Jim Magdefrau – Van Horne;  Dell Hanson – Vinton;
Ranae Becker – Director;  and advisory members/guests:  Greg Pavelka – East-Central Iowa REC.
I.
Dave Coulter called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
December 2, 2009 meeting minutes.  Dwight Glinsmann made a motion to approve; Ed Shaeffer second.  
Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for November and December.  

Marty Junge made a motion to approve; Richard Grovert second.  Unanimously approved.
V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Internal Affairs

Ranae reported that the 2010 fundraiser/sponsorship has gone out (1-19-10) with help from volunteers and the BDG intern.  A few surveys have been returned and $1,200 has been raised to-date.   
The draft 2010/2011 budget has only minimal changes to it so Ranae presented it for review.  It was reported that the Supervisors are working on the budget now and that BDG needs to present their budget.

BDG has a new intern (Chase Stewart) through Goodwill Industries; who pays his wage.  Ranae reported that he started two weeks ago and works most Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00 to 4:30 pm. 
B. Community / County Projects
Ranae reminded the board that the Benton County Community Foundation 2010 grant applications are due March 11th and there is only one submitted to-date.
There were problems with the traffic counter on the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website so there are no numbers to report.  Ed Shaeffer requested Ranae send the last report she got to him for review.
The “Photos of Benton County” contest took place and the winners were announced (Ranae brought newspaper article for review).  The winners were:  
Adult – Dwayne Collingwood 1st & 2nd 

Adult Professional – Kirk Monson 1st & Mike Kelly 2nd
Youth – Leah Close 1st & Qwinn Monaghan 2nd 

The next due date for the photo contest will be June 17th so ballet voting can take place at the Benton County Fair; there will also be voting on-line again.

Belle Plaine Development is still hiring a director so there have been no meetings for Ranae to attend.  

The Highway 30 Coalition met in Nevada on December 4th to discuss Time 21 Capitol Day (January 27th), Highway 30 Capitol Day (March 10th), 2010 fundraising efforts, and pre-study information release.  Ranae keeps in contact with Catherine at the IDOT District office for updates.  The next meeting will be February 19th via teleconference.

The VU -Business Opportunity Group met to discuss the new hotel which is to be done in May or June with Miller and Garling doing the work, marketing material, sell of the old Hardees building to optometrist, new winery looking at the area, and how to set up angel investor program.   The group decided to work with the city on an economic development policy to determine an incentive package.
The Iowa Connections group is working on their 2010 travel schedule.  The group will have a booth at the Professional Developers of Iowa day at the Capitol.  The group decided that there would be no county contributions for this year.  Ranae went to the Community Venture Network on December 11th and got a few good leads for a few Benton County communities.
Priority One attended the VU- Business Opportunity Group to present a large prospect and the incentive package that was presented by a community with the question “what would/could your community do?”.

Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

Blairstown – Fiberight (bought ethanol plant) is applying for Iowa Power Funds for an expansion.  They are taking landfill material and turning it into fuel.  This project would be international recognized if it is completed.  Ranae is working with the company, IDED, and Benton County on this project.
C.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
The next BDG board meeting is to be February 24th in Newhall.  
VI.
Announcements 


Ranae asked representatives to take the flat Benton County maps to the remaining sponsoring businesses in their community.
VII.
Community Reports    

Benton County
Working on the budget and trying to find where to cut.  The jail numbers are going out for bids; due in March and start in April.  EMS received a grant for their facility by the new jail.  Health insurance went up.
Atkins
Working on the budget, looking to buy a new tractor this year, and working on getting a new water treatment plant for July.  Doing fundraising for the new library project.
Belle Plaine
Belle Plaine Development Corp is looking for a director.  The pool project is going forward.  The street-scape application was submitted again.  There are two buildings open.
Blairstown
No Report.
Garrison
No Report.

Keystone
The city has new administration and is looking at sewer issues coming up.  The doctor’s office is closed.  Expansion of the ball diamonds is being looked at.
Luzerne

Getting a new building maintenance shed.

Mt. Auburn
No Report. 
Newhall
The city has new administration, is working on budget, and is requesting a visit from BDG. 
Norway
No Report.

Shellsburg
The library is looking to do an expansion; possibly upstairs of city hall.
Urbana
No Report.
Van Horne
O’Grady is putting up a new building.  Pharmacy is going great.  The city is doing budget work. There is a new owner for The Lodge restaurant.
Vinton
Jerry Ray’s is closed and hotel is moving forward.
Walford

No Report.

Watkins

No Report.
VIII.
Adjournment
-  Eldon Zumbach made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 pm; 




   Richard Grovert second.  Unanimously approved
