
Benton Development Group /  Vinton Unlimited-BOG
Meeting – July
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, July 28, 2010, at the Vinton County Club, Vinton, Iowa.  The following BDG directors were present:   David Coulter – Benton County;  Marty Junge – Benton County;  

Eldon Zumbach – Benton County;  Dawn Lundvall – Benton County;  Ron Buch – Benton County;  Gary Bierschenk – Blairstown;  Cody Tharp – Mt. Auburn;   Richard Grovert – Newhall;  Jim Magdefrau – Van Horne;  Nathan Hesson – Vinton;  
Ranae Becker – Director.  The following VU-BOG members were present:   Don Eells; Mike Elwick; Pat Lyons; Andy Lent; 

Dave Wessling; and John Anderson.  The following advisory members/guests were present:   Greg Pavelka –REC = BDG Advisory; Dawn Pettengill – Representative;  Tim Gunther – Click Stop;  Dennis Jordan – Priority One. 
6:00 pm

Informal Meet and Greet

6:15 pm 

Buffet

6:45 pm
Don Eells started meeting with everyone stating their name, which group they were with, where they were from and what they do.


Ranae Becker gave a brief report about current projects happening with BDG including the Benton County Community Foundation just awarding grants, the Benton County website, LOIS (Location One Information System), economic development luncheons hosted and planned, Benton County Photo Contest with 49 photos submitted and the future use of those photos, Iowa Connections and regionalizing, and the Kirkwood Regional Group/ Corridor Business Alliance.


Don Eells gave a brief report about current projects happening with VU-BOG group including hosting prospects to the area, marketing materials, and more.


Don Eells asked the group to discuss – How can we help each other?


There was much discussion on partnerships and doing a meeting like this annually (including other local economic development groups and partners).  The group also expressed interested in an advertising coop.  Eldon Zumbach shared what was happening in Belle Plaine with the downtown projects, new aquatic center, and more.
8:15 pm

Meeting was adjourned
