
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – June
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, April 28, 2010, at the Urbana Community Center, Urbana, Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   David Coulter – Benton County;  
Jeanne Duffy – Belle Plaine;  Gary Bierschenk – Blairstown;  Dwight Glinsmann – Luzerne;   Richard Grovert – Newhall;  
Jim Magdefrau – Van Horne;  Dell Hanson – Vinton; Nathan Hesson – Vinton;  Ranae Becker – Director;  and advisory members/guests:  none. 
I.
Dave Coulter called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
April 28, 2010, meeting minutes.  Richard Grovert made a motion to approve; Dell Hanson second.  
Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for April and May.  

Dave shared with the group that BDG was running on fumes right now. 

Dwight Glinsmann made a motion to approve; Richard Grovert second.  Unanimously approved.
V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Community / County Projects
The Benton County Community Foundation board granted 29 grant applications of the 41 submitted for the 2010 cycle;  there was $94,606.31 award this year.  The award ceremony will be July 21st at 6:30 pm at the Benton County Fair in the grandstands.  Ranae attended an affiliate meeting on June 15th to discuss policy for affiliates, adding youth to boards, reviewing board activity, and doing a board orientation.
In May there were 840 visits and 1,785 pages viewed on the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website;  in June there were 829 visits and 1,575 pages viewed.   Ranae shared with the board that the visitors were from Iowa, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Illinois, California, Texas, and someone from Africa looked at the community’s page.  
A luncheon workshop planned for Benton County businesses on May 13th from noon to 1:00 pm at the Belle Plaine museum to learn about Kirkwood programs went well;  Ranae reported that 12 attended.   Attendees indicated that they would like to see addition workshops focusing on SBDC how to succeed or customer service.
May 5th was the PDI Resource Fair that Ranae attended.  She learned that IDED is doing some strategic planning and there was a great resource roundtable session.
May 6th was the SMART Conference that had good information on branding, social media and virtual spec buildings;  Ranae attended.

May 27-28th was the PDI Conference that Ranae attended.  She received great information on proposal packets from an IDED representative.

The Highway 30 study is almost complete.  A fundraiser is being done now;  sponsors will be included in the study to show project support.  August 10th will be a Commissioners’ meeting in Storm Lake where the study will be released.   
Ranae planned and executed the Law Enforcement Rebuilding Celebration on June 2nd at 2:00 pm on the courthouse lawn.  Many were present to hear Jason Sanders (Supervisor), Leonard Boswell (Congressman), and Steve Meyer (EMS) speak about the project.
Vinton Unlimited held a “Brown Bag Luncheon” to highlight ISU’s retail analysis of Vinton.  The meeting had good information and Ranae is getting information for Belle Plaine to do something similar.  Some facts learned were 70% of Benton Co work outside where they live and 55% Benton Co residents shop outside the county.
At the Belle Plaine Development meeting they discussed upcoming events and doing some LOIS training with Jeanne (the new director).
The VU -Business Opportunity Group discussed partnerships with Priority One and Urbana Development.   The new hotel is open; brochures were available for the board.  Ranae gave an update on her AWEA trip to Dallas.  The group expressed interest in having a joint meeting with the BDG board on July 28th at 6:00 pm at the Vinton Country Club which will include social time, a meal and meeting to follow.
Ranae reported that changes were happening with the Iowa Connections regional group;  Marshall and Jasper would be leaving the group in July.  She explained that Benton County needs to be in a region to get Values Funds from IDED so options are being looked for remaining in a region.  
The Kirkwood Regional Group met June 9th to discuss a skill study/assessment for 2014;  they will assess employer’s skill and employment needs.  Corridor Business Alliance (CBA) was started with 12 groups which will  develop and implement a regional economic development plan (Priority One and Iowa City Development are heading).  Currently the CBA is doing research to define the region and to create a brand for that region.

Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

Iowa Connections – is still in contact and following up on leads
Iowa Connections/IDED—a project called “Cracker” is a pre-commercial demonstration plant that is still interested in Iowa (6 to 12 months from moving forward) but needs to identify a company that has technology to wash/de-ash cobs and stover.
IDED – is looking for a 75,000 – 100,000 sq ft available building with land to expand to 200,000; it must be close to MN and have rail.

The Benton County Photo Contest received about 49 photos which will be on-line soon for voting.  The winner announcement is being planned for August.
BDG will be at the Benton County Fair again this year with a variety of Benton County information and photo contest voting.

B.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
The next BDG board meeting will be with the Vinton Unlimited –BOG group on July 28th at the Vinton Country Club – it will begin at 6:00 pm with social time and be followed with a meal and combined meeting.    
VI.
Announcements 


VII.
Community Reports    
Benton County
Law Enforcement Center rebuild will be is moving forward.  

Atkins
No Report.

Belle Plaine
The new aquatic center opened. The community is planning for the 4th Celebration.  Work is being done on Belle Plaine’s branding and mascot.  The old Lincoln Café was bought by the owner of King Towers in Toledo;  to open in September.  Downtown projects are waiting on funding decisions from a couple of State programs.  The community is working on being on the State Historical Preservation.  
Blairstown
The community is doing a splash pad to be done by Sauerkraut Days.  Thank you to Benton Co Foundation board for funds designated to a generator.
Garrison
No Report.

Keystone
No Report.

Luzerne

Thank you to the Benton Co Foundation board for funds designated for the playground.

Mt. Auburn
No Report. 

Newhall
The community will hold a 3rd of July celebration.  A new pizza place is planned for Fast Eddies.  The city is replacing some water lines.
Norway
No Report.

Shellsburg
Streets are being measured.

Urbana
No Report.

Van Horne
Music festival went well as it doubled the size of the community.  A new bar opened downtown and another is to open soon.  Looking to invest in community center, city hall and library.

Vinton
The new hotel is open.  ISU presented a retail analysis of Vinton and Benton County during a Brown Bag Luncheon.  Party in The Park went well.  Work is still being done for Great Places and Silos & Smokestack designations.  A new website will be coming soon.  July 16th will be the VU Golf Outing and July 17th will be the Vinton Cruise & Sidewalk Sales.  Boomtown will be September 18th with a new downtown event from 11 am to 3 pm.
Walford
No Report.
Watkins

No Report.

Youngville
Is open Tuesday and Thursday with the Farmers Market on Friday and going good.  National advertising for a bus tour includes a Youngville photo.  New flyers were done and available for board members.
VIII.
Adjournment
-  Jim Magdefrau made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 pm; 




   Dwight Glinsmann second.  Unanimously approved
