
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – March
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, March 31, 2010, at the Garrison Fire Department, Garrison, Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   David Coulter – Benton County;  
Marty Junge – Benton County;  Eldon Zumbach – Benton County;  Dawn Lundvall – Benton County; David Becker – Atkins;  Richard Grovert – Newhall;  Jim Magdefrau – Van Horne;  Dell Hanson – Vinton; Nathan Hesson – Vinton;  

Ranae Becker – Director;  and advisory members/guests:  none.
I.
Dave Coulter called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
February 24, 2010, meeting minutes.  Marty Junge made a motion to approve; Richard Grovert second.  
Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for February.  

Dell Hanson made a motion to approve; Richard Grovert second.  Unanimously approved.
V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Internal Affairs

Ranae reported that the 2010 fundraiser/sponsorship has raised $6,900 to-date.   
The 2010/2011 budget was presented to the board with changes made from last month’s meeting.  David Coulter also provided the board with a breakdown from year to year to show changes in the budget.  
B. Community / County Projects
Ranae told the board that the Benton County Community Foundation received 41 grant applications with $94,606.31 to give for the 2010 cycle.  The board met prior to the BDG board meeting to get their packets for grant review and scoring.  The board will meet in May to award grant applications.
There were 1,050 visits and 1,425 pages viewed on the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website.  Ranae continues to do updates and is getting ready to post the landlord list.  A letter and short survey will be going out soon so Ranae informed the board if there were questions to why someone was not on the list all they have to do is contact the office.
A luncheon workshop is planned for Benton County banks to learn about new programs and partnerships from the SBDC (Small Business Development Center).  The meeting will be held the end of April in Vinton and Ranae will be setting up small business meetings with SBDC that morning.   SBDC is also doing a Business Succession workshop May 26th ;  Ranae brought flyers for anyone to share.
The first part of May will be an Economic Development luncheon in Belle Plaine with Kirkwood as the presenter.  All Benton County businesses will be invited to hear about programs and partnerships available through Kirkwood.

Ranae has set up time with each city council to meet and give an overview of BDG projects/programs.
Vinton Today is a new online news source.  Ranae attended a special meeting to discuss this project and was asked to provide Benton County information.

Alliant contacted BDG to set up a meeting to discuss partnerships with Benton County and local economic development organizations;  April 22nd is the set meeting date.
Iowa Workforce Development has contacted the BDG office to meet and discuss working together to spread awareness to businesses on their services.

On March 31st Kirkwood held a regional group meeting.  A REI (Regional Economic Impact) grant will be filed in April to the Dept of Labor which will assist in dislocated workers and strategic planning.  The Career Readiness program (Skills Advantage) was overviewed for the group.  A new regional focus group (Corridor Business Alliance & Corridor 2020) have been working on branding, planning, and flood recovery.  Ranae questioned the definition of “regional” in this new alliance with a response of “eventually we see this region including the surrounding areas”;  she was concerned why these partners where not at the table from the beginning.
The Highway 30 Coalition met in Tama on March 26th to discuss the draft study being done through the Council of Governments.  Benton County was encouraged to write and request appropriations from Harkin, Grassley, and Boswell’s offices.  The coalition is doing their fundraiser and Ranae will be cutting a check for $50 for BDG; she also encouraged community/business support.
Belle Plaine Development Group met on March 18th to discuss the hiring of their new director (Jeanne Duffy) and the open house to welcome her on April 8th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm.  They are waiting for a reply from CAT/Vision board on their downtown streetscape project after their presentation.  Ranae gave the group a brief update on BDG projects.   
The VU -Business Opportunity Group met to discuss the new hotel which is planned to be open by the first of June.  They also discussed the increased interest in new retail coming to town, doing an ISU retail analysis, and the new plotted business park east of town.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 14th.
Ranae attended the Data Center Show in Nashville representing Iowa Connections and Benton County;  the show went well with a few leads.  There will be an Iowa Wind Conference on April 6 and 7th in Ames;  Iowa Connections will cover attendance cost.  Ranae will be going with the group to Dallas from May 22nd to 25th for the AWEA (American Wind Energy Association) show.  The region is holding a “Government Contracts Workshop Series”;  flyers are available to share.  The next meeting will be April 16th in Newton.
Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

Blairstown – the Iowa Power Fund pre-application for Fiberight’s expansion was approved.  Ranae will continue to work with the company, IDED, and Benton County on this project.
Iowa Connections – an Italian (jelly/jam) company is interested in the region;  still putting details together.

Iowa Connections – a pasta manufacturer is interested in the region; this lead just came from a food show.

Iowa Connections – a company from Minnesota that Ranae met with on a Sell Iowa trip needs more information on having their headquarters in Iowa vs. Minnesota.  

Iowa Connections / IDED – a company who converts biomass to fermentable sugars for use in Biofuels and 
Bio-products is looking for 5 to 10 acres, they would like to co-locate next to another utility consumer or ethanol facility, and $30 million in capital is needed;  they will create 30 jobs.

IDED – the tourism office is looking for Halloween events;  Ranae will share Garrison Haunted and Bloomsbury Farms events.

Vinton – a woman is looking to get a Braille machine to continue her work with schools;  she is looking for funding ideas

Vinton -- assisting in the creation of a business plan for a car washing facility expansion

C.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
The next BDG board meeting is to be April 28th in Urbana.  
VI.
Announcements 


VII.
Community Reports    -- the board agreed to waive the community reports.
VIII.
Adjournment
-  Eldon Zumbach made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 pm; 




   Jim Magdefrau second.  Unanimously approved
