
Benton Development Group
Board of Directors Meeting – October
The monthly meeting of the Benton Development Group was held Wednesday, October 27, 2010, at the Norway Baseball Museum, Norway, Iowa.  The following directors, staff and visitors were present:   
David Coulter – Benton County; Marty Junge - Benton County; Dawn Lundvall – Benton County;  
Ron Buch – Benton County;  Dwight Glinsmann - Luzerne;  Richard Grovert – Newhall;  
Ed Shaeffer – Shellsburg;  Dell Hanson – Vinton; Patrick Mahoney - Walford;  Ranae Becker – Director;  and 
advisory members/guests:  none. 
I.
David Coulter called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

II.
Quorum determined.

III.
September 29, 2010, meeting minutes:  Richard Grovert made a motion to approve with the correction of meeting held in Luzerne, Eldon Zumbach called the meeting to order, and under Newhall’s report the gas station is looking to carry E85 soon;  Dell Hanson second.  Unanimously approved.

IV.
The treasurer’s financial report for September:  

Ranae shared she is finishing up changes with the survey and the BDG fundraiser/survey would be going out soon.  Patrick Mahoney made a motion to approve; Dwight Glinsmann second.  
Unanimously approved.
V.
Business / Committee Reports
A. Community / County Projects
The Benton County Community Foundation grant writing workshop October 18th in Blairstown went good;  not a big attendance.  The NE Iowa Community Foundation suggested some changes with the 2011 grant application so Ranae is looking at what changes could be made easily this time.  Ranae and Dave Coulter are to meet with Mindy (NE Iowa Community Foundation) regarding the foundation layout, new focuses, and what the NE Iowa Community Foundation can do to help.  Junior Achievement would like to have some board members visit a class for some publicity.
In October there were 661 visits to the www.bentoncountyiowa.com website and 1,205 pages viewed; averaging 28 visits and 49 pages viewed a day.

The IDOT commissioners’ meeting was October 12th in Dubuque;  Ranae went but was not on the agenda.  The IDOT held an informational meeting on October 6th at the Blairstown Community Center to show alternatives for Highway 30 improvements in Benton County.  Ranae will be working with Catherine (IDOT) on legislative applications for designated highway funds.
Ranae attended PDI (Professional Developers of Iowa) conference on the 29th and 30th  in Ames.  The conference sessions addressed community planning, synchronist survey results, and site selector perspectives.  Ranae shared that survey results showed that most counties in Iowa were paying over $10 per capita to economic development and the second highest result was $2.50-$4.99 per capita;  Benton County pays $1.80 per capita.
Ranae attended the Iowa Tourism conference on the 21st and 22nd in Burlington.  The conference sessions included travel trends, mobile marketing, and other marketing examples.  The Iowan magazine featured stories that included Belle Plaine and Vinton.

The SBDC will hold their quarterly meeting this Thursday to discuss changes and new programs.  
Ranae has been meting with Dale (Kirkwood) regarding job training and a monthly update partnership.

The Benton County mitigation plan is almost complete; there will be a meeting on November 1st at 7:00 pm in Van Horne

Due to conflicts Ranae has not been able to meet with the Belle Plaine Development or meet their new director,

Sheila Hlas.  They are still moving ahead on the Main Street Iowa work and all of their improvement projects.
The Vinton Unlimited - Business Opportunity Group has not met since the last BDG board meeting;  they are meeting tonight also with featured speaker being CIRAS (Center for Industrial Research and Services).  
The Iowa Connections regional group is still on hold with their decisions on moving forward.  

The Priority One annual meeting was October 13th at the Cedar Rapids Marriott on Collins Road; at the Benton County table was Nathan Hesson, Don Eells, Dave Wessling, Greg Pavelka, Ron Buch, and Ranae  The new Priority One director (Dee Baird)  talked about a regional focus.  
On November 12th the 7-County Regional group (Benton, Linn, Jones, Iowa, Johnson, Cedar, and Washington) will be meeting to discuss partnership goals;  activities (what form to follow), structure (plan, fund, implement), state relationship, and communications.  
Small Business Projects / Grants / Marketing - (Commercial/Industrial)

Vinton – two young ladies are interested in starting an Art Museum/Gallery;  they are in the idea stages and met with Ranae to discuss steps they need to take.
Fiberight – Ranae is the liaison for the MOU with the Supervisors;  they have finished up terms on final equity portion.

Ranae is continuing to do research on a Benton County calendar with Greentree Graphics.

BDG advertises in the Benton County Pioneer Directory and they are requesting renewals with an additional on-line option;  ad $382.20 plus $84.00 on-line cost for total of $466.20.  The board agreed to try the on-line option for a year.

B.
Upcoming Events / Conferences / Workshops
The next BDG board meeting will be December 1st in Van Horne at 6:30 pm for the holiday party.  

The Van Horne Businessmen will do the meal and Ranae will do the sweets.     
VI.
Announcements 
none
VII.
Community Reports    

Benton Co
The Law Enforcement Center is on schedule to be done May 2011.  The landfill is open again after the new cell was approved.  The road from Belle Plaine to Luzerne is being done.
Atkins
No Report.

Belle Plaine
The Lincoln Café is to be open in a few weeks.
Blairstown
No Report. 
Garrison
Halloween Haunting is happening.

Keystone
No Report.

Luzerne
The road is being redone coming into town and the new shed is going up.

Mt. Auburn
No Report. 

Newhall
The gas station has been working all week to get E85.  Halloween party will be Sunday night.
Norway
No Report.

Shellsburg
My Time Creations will be open December 4th and 5th with crafts, a meal and event activities.

Urbana
No Report.

Van Horne
There will be a Pub Crawl Poker Walk on Saturday night as a Legion fundraiser.
Vinton
A new bakery is going in downtown and the hotel is doing great.
Walford
Super Dave’s closed and the new owners will be opening soon.  The community is increasing patrol after recent break-ins, looking at a water tower, and finishing their visioning process which includes a streetscape project.
Watkins
No Report.

Youngville
Closed for the year as of 15th of October.  They are looking to do an addition and talking to the State Historical Society.
East-Central 
No Report.
Iowa  REC

VIII.
Adjournment
-  Richard Grovert made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 pm; 




   Marty Junge second.  Unanimously approved

